
THE ROYAL BURGH OF ST ANDREWS 

COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
 

Monthly Meeting 

 

Monday 5th November 2018 

 

7 pm 

 

Council Chamber of the Town Hall 
 

Minutes 
 

0 Membership 

 
 0.1 The resignation of Dr Ian Goudie was noted – the Chairman paid tribute to Ian’s long and 

  distinguished service – as one of Scotland’s longest-serving Community Councillors and as a 

  former Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Royal Burgh of St Andrews Community Council. 

  Ian’s wise counsel had been appreciated by many, particularly in relation to his incisive analysis 

  of planning matters. Members joined the Chairman in wishing Ian well for the future and also 

  Margaret who had a made a distinctive contribution of her own behind the scenes, particularly 

  in connection with the Community Council website. 

 

 0.2 The resignation of Mr Dita Stanis-Traken from 10th November 2018 was noted – the Chairman 

  thanked Dita for his willingness to serve and for bringing his intimate knowledge and  

  experience of the town to the table. 

 

 0.3 The resignation of Ms Nikki Dillon was noted – Nikki had only recently joined the Council but 

  a change in family circumstances meant that she had had to move back down south at very short 

  notice. 

 

 0.4 Mr Daniel Marshall was invited to introduce himself and it was agreed that his application to 

  join the Council be accepted. 

 

 0.5 Mr MacLeod declared an interest in this item, left the Chamber and therefore took no part in the 

  discussion or the decision reached.  

 

  Vice-Chairman Mrs Penelope Fraser took the chair. 

 

  Ms Susan Hill was invited to introduce herself and it was agreed that her application to join the 

  Council be accepted. 

 



  Mr MacLeod rejoined the Meeting and took the chair again. 

 

1 Attendance 
 

 Community Councillors 

 

 Callum MacLeod (in the chair), Treasurer Iain Munn, Acting Membership Secretary Howard 

 Greenwell, Penelope Fraser, Judith Harding, John Jardine, Greg Newman, Alistair Newton, Dr Gordon 

 Shepherd and Penny Uprichard 

 

 St Andrews University Students Association 

 

 Morgan Morris and Kimberley Baird 

 

 Fife Councillors 

 

 Jane Ann Liston, Dominic Nolan, Brian Thomson and Ann Verner 

 

 Apologies 

 

 Community Councillors Izzy Corbin, Neil Cunningham Dobson, Jamie MacLeod, Patrick Marks and 

 Dita Stanis-Traken; Association President Paloma Paige 

 

2 Presentations 
 

 Police Scotland – no submission 

 

 Dementia-Friendly St Andrews – Ruth McCabe of the Glenrothes-based Dementia-Friendly Project 

 described the development and future plans of the organisation, particularly the intention to expand its 

 activities to St Andrews, based on the work of Dr Maggie Ellis in the past three or so years. 

 

 Members expressed their appreciation of this important work and agreed that an approach for financial 

 assistance in establishing a Dementia-Friendly presence in the town – perhaps funding hall hire or 

 publicity for a public meeting – would be welcomed. 

 

3 Draft Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Monday 1st October 2018 
 

 These were accepted as a correct record. 

 

4 Fife Councillors 
 

 4.1  Councillor Ann Verner 

 

  4.1.1 Inflatable Man 

 

  Cllr Verner reported that she had contacted Fife Council officials about the removal of the 

  inflatable man in Market Street. Cllr Thomson added that Transportation officials will take 

  action on the grounds that it is causing an obstruction on the pavement. 

 

  4.1.2 Bus Timetables 

 

  Cllr Verner reported that she was in correspondence with Stephen Gethins MP and Stagecoach 

  about changes to bus timetables which were causing difficulties. 

 

  4.1.3 Recycling Centre 

 



  Cllr Verner reported some progress in clarifying use of the Recycling Centre – anyone who can 

  show proof of being a householder can take refuse to the Centre, even using a trailer. Pedestrian 

  access is at the discretion of Centre staff and should not be a problem as long as common sense 

  is exercised and there is no compromise of health and safety. 

 

  4.1.4 Balone 

 

  Cllr Verner reported that a speed survey is being planned. 

 

  4.1.4 Kinnessburn Road 

 

  Despite continuing efforts, no progress has yet been made. Cllr Verner will be attending the 

  Kinnessburn Flood Study Meeting which may result in plans being clearer. 

 

 4.2 Councillor Dominic Nolan 

 

  4.2.1 Recycling Centre Pedestrian Access 

 

  Cllr Nolan reiterated that an error seemed to have been made and that access should be  

  determined on a site-by-site basis. 

 

 4.3 Councillor Jane Ann Liston 

 

  4.3.1 Recycling Centre 

 

  Cllr Liston also welcomed the movement on the management of the St Andrews Centre and 

  gave examples of how difficult it would be for those who did not drive. SEPA is going to  

  monitor dust levels and pollution from building rubble deposits which is probably worse in the 

  summer. 

 

  4.3.2 Bus Information 

 

  Cllr Liston reported on the steps being taken to improve the display of bus travel information – 

  the current screens are operated using an aging system; temporary improvements have been 

  introduced but the long-term plan is to upgrade the technology and software. 

 

  4.3.4 Leuchars Station Footbridge 

 

  There is no sign yet of the improvements promised by Network Rail being forthcoming though 

  some assessment activity has been seen happening. Ms Lindsey Adam asked and received 

  clarification on who was responsible for the various parts of Leuchars Station. 

 

  4.3.5 Dropped Kerbs 

 

  Following representations by users, more than a dozen dropped kerbs will be installed in the 

  Canongate area of the town. Mr Greenwell raised the particular location of the top of Greenside 

  Place where the installation of dropped kerbs would make life much easier for users. Cllr Liston 

  agreed to take this up. 

 

  4.3.6 Fountain 

 

  In response to a question from Mr Iain Munn, Cllr Liston stated that further works and  

  improvements were planned to ensure that the fountain was restored to full working order. 

 

  4.3.7 Gibson House 

 



  In response to a question from Mrs Judith Harding, Cllr Liston clarified councillor membership 

  of the Gibson Mortification, the problems caused by the aging building and possible solutions. 

  Surprise was expressed that the proposed changes were only now emerging into the public 

  domain. Mr John Jardine asked what would be done to minimise the impact of the construction 

  of a care home in a residential area? Cllr Liston answered that traffic generation at the current 

  Gibson House location was minimal and that care homes count as residential use. Miss Penny 

  Uprichard, while declaring an interest as a near-neighbour to the development at 92 Hepburn 

  Gardens, informed the Meeting that the current Planning Application had been withdrawn. 

 

 4.4 Councillor Brian Thomson 

 

  4.4.1 New Madras Access Road 

 

  Cllr Thomson outlined the progress being made on the construction of the access road and the 

  plans for temporary traffic lights and possible diversion via the Old Guardbridge Road. 

 

  4.4.2 New Madras College 

 

  Cllr Thomson stated that, despite reports in the press, there was currently no delay in the plans 

  for the school. It was hoped to have Planning Permission in place early in 2019 to allow  

  construction to start in April on completion of the access road. 

 

  4.4.3 Street Bin Collection 

 

  The new arrangements are in place for starting in January 2019 – no commercial bins should be 

  out on the street except between 7.30 am and 10.30 am. A soft start will be in place until full 

  implementation of the scheme begins in April 2019. There may have to be some exceptions 

  though these should be rare and the onus will be on businesses to prove that there is absolutely 

  no alternative. Reservations were expressed that exceptions might be granted – it was suggested 

  that businesses which could not manage their refuse, recycling and rubbish disposal should not 

  be allowed to operate at all. In response to a question from Mr Howard Greenwell, Cllr  

  Thomson confirmed that the new Policy would not apply to residential bins. It was suggested 

  that many HMO properties were run as businesses but it was not clear that the Policy would 

  apply to them. Mr Morgan Morris informed the Meeting that the Community Relations website 

  would be revamped in the New Year to make residential bin collection information more user-

  friendly. 

 

  4.4.4 Lade Braes Consultation 

 

  This is now closed – 89% of respondees have indicated general support for the proposals though 

  it is acknowledged that there are still some concerns about cycling. Sustrans are providing 

  £200k, taking provision up to £300k. Firm proposals will be brought forward in April 2019. 

 

  4.4.5 Rusty Railings 

 

  Officials are obtaining quotations for work on the rusty railings in various locations in the town 

  previously identified by Mrs Judith Harding. Railings at the Castle have been added to the list. 

 

  4.4.6 HMO Policy 

 

  This will be going out to public consultation in the near future; there is some concern about how 

  students in Halls of Residence will be able easily to take part, this to be addressed. Cllr Liston 

  clarified that residents will be asked whether they support zero growth or 3% growth. In  

  response to a comment from Miss Penny Uprichard, it was stated that Phase 2 of the  

  Consultation would be directed at the Community Council itself and other groups and  

  organisations.  



 

  4.4.7 Pedestrianisation Study 

 

  1200 responses have so far been received. The consultation period has been extended. Playfair 

  Consultancy would be happy to make a short presentation on the outcome when the time comes. 

 

  4.4.8 Town Hall 

 

  The Evac Chair is now on-site; the Caretaker will shortly receive training and then will be able 

  to train users in its operation. 

 

  Despite officers’ claims to the contrary, it is still considered that the works to the attic area have 

  still not been completed – Cllr Thomson is pursuing this. 

 

  The installation of the power-assisted door is imminent. 

 

  4.4.9 Bogward Road Flooding at Windsor Gardens 

 

  This has reappeared and will be raised with officials. 

 

  4.4.10 Damaged milestone and speed signs 

 

  In response to an observation by Mrs Penelope Fraser, Cllr Thomson noted that the damaged 

  speed signs at the Lathockar junction had been repaired but the damaged milestone at Dunino 

  had not – he agreed to take this up. 

 

 

5 Planning & Licensing Committee 
 

 5.1 Miss Penny Uprichard, Planning Convenor, drew Members’ attention to the Planning &  

  Licensing Committee Meeting Minutes which had previously been circulated. She mentioned 

  that the Committee had considered 31 Planning Applications since the last Monthly Meeting 

  and had put in Objections to three of them. She also drew Members’ attention to reports in the 

  press about the decline in wildlife numbers and also about the increase in the cutting down of 

  trees. She referred to five current Applications where it is proposed to cut down trees. It is rare, 

  in her opinion, for Tree Preservation Orders to be made or even discussed publicly, though Cllr 

  Thomson did not share this view from his own experience. Mr MacLeod added that it was 

  surprising that a need to remove additional trees in connection with the formation of the Link 

  Road had emerged out of the blue; Cllr Thomson said that an error had been made in the  

  original survey. Mr MacLeod suggested that it should be a condition of having permission to 

  remove a tree that it should be replaced either on-site or elsewhere by at least one and preferably 

  more. 

 

  Mr Morris clarified that the proposed Abbey Park development was a private venture and had 

  nothing to do with the University. 

 

 

6 Matters arising from previous Meetings 
 

 6.1 Reports from Representatives 

 

  6.1.1 StAndEN – it was agreed that Mrs Judith Harding would replace Dr Ian Goudie as our 

   fourth StAndEN Board Member. 

 



  6.1.2 Housing Commission – it was agreed that the Chairman would make enquiries with the 

   Chairman of the Housing Commission about whether there was an urgent need for a 

   replacement Community Council representative. 

  6.1.3 Byre Advisory Board – it was agreed that Mrs Judith Harding would be the Community 

   Council Representative on the Byre Theatre Advisory Board. 

 

  6.1.4 St Andrews Partnership – Dr Gordon Shepherd reported that he had attended a meeting 

   of the Partnership. The main Winter lights would now not be switched on until 15th 

   November 2018, after Remembrance Sunday. 

 

  6.1.5 StAndEN – Mr Greg Newman reported that securing funding, particularly new sources, 

   would be a major priority for the organisation in the coming months. 

 

 

 6.2 Petition against the Hospital Out-of-Hours Service 

 

  Mrs Penelope Fraser updated Members on developments. A meeting had been convened of the 

  group with representatives from several community councils, GPs, Fife Councillors, the MSP 

  etc attending. The Participatory Review Request has been submitted. 

 

  At Mrs Fraser’s suggestion it was agreed to co-opt Dr Angela Anderson and, if agreeable to 

  him, Dr Gerry Smyth to short-term membership of the Council. Dr Anderson is chairing the 

  North-East Fife Working Group with Mrs Fraser providing administrative support. 

 

  Mrs Fraser advised the Meeting of the Annual Review which was imminent. Mrs Fraser is 

  submitting a question and invited anyone else who wished to do so to proceed urgently with 

  their submission. 

 

  An invitation has been issued to meet with the new chair of the Integrated Joint Board Cllr 

  Rosemary Liewald and address the whole Board. 

 

  A list of email addresses has been circulated for those who wish to express their views on the 

  Out-of-Hours and Minor Injuries proposals. 

 

 6.3 Community Council Badges 

 

  No progress to report 

 

 6.4 Community Trust 

 

  Mr Arthur Griffiths has retired as Chairman of the Trust and Mr MacLeod has expressed to him 

  our appreciation of his long service to the Trust, latterly as Chairman. The new Chairman is Mrs 

  Margaret Lees, who will serve for not more than three years. As good practice, the chair will 

  normally come from the Co-Opted Trustees. Mr MacLeod will make contact with Mrs Lees in 

  due course. The Trust has recently made a substantial number of grants totalling some £30k. 

. 

 

7 Committee Business 
 

 7.1 Recreation Committee 

 

  Mr John Jardine, Recreation Convenor, reported that it appeared likely that it would be possible 

  to dovetail the switch-on of the new Cathedral floodlighting with our own St Andrew’s Day 

  events. Arrangements are being put in place to cover all scenarios. 

 

  Arrangements were outlined for the Senior Citizens’ Treat on Friday 14th December 2018. 



 7.2 General Purposes Committee 

 

  No Meeting 

 

 7.3 Health, Education & Welfare 

 

  The efforts of Mrs Izzy Corbin in trying to re-establish the Committee over the years, though 

  without success, were noted with appreciation. It was agreed to abolish the Committee. It was 

  further agreed that a new committee, Health & Wellbeing, would be established and a number 

  of Members indicated interest in serving on it. Mr MacLeod agreed to call an inaugural meeting. 

 

 7.4 200 Club 

 

  The winners of the draw for November 2018 were as follows: 

 

  £50  Mr Gordon Methven 

  £30 Sir Michael Bonallack 

  £20 Mrs Marysia Denyer 

 

 7.5 Rail Committee 

 

  No Meeting – it was agreed to decide at the next Monthly Meeting whether this Committee 

  would continue. 

 

 7.6 Community Engagement 

 

  Dr Gordon Shepherd placed before the Meeting the idea of a community buyout of the Local 

  Office. Community consultation, possibly through holding a charrette, and support would be 

  necessary. It was agreed that the idea should be explored. Cllr Thomson suggested Mr Alan 

  Paul as the first point of contact. 

 

  Miss Uprichard suggested that the Community Council might want to be associated with the 

  Poets Neuk venture in due course, perhaps through the purchase of a bench. 

 

8 New Business 
 

 8.1 Kinnessburn Flood Study Meeting 

 

  It was agreed that Mr Howard Greenwell would attend. The need to hold the meeting in  

  Glenrothes and not St Andrews would be queried. 

 

 8.2  Partial Pedestrianisation of Market Street 

 

  Mr MacLeod described an approach he had had from Dr Tony Waterston about the Community 

  Council becoming the umbrella co-ordinating body for future Car-Free Days. It was noted that 

  the organisers of the monthly Farmers Market were very interested in trialling holding their 

  even in Market Street. It was agreed to wait until the Reports on the first Car-Free Day and the 

  Playfair Consultancy Survey had been published before coming to a decision in this. 

 

9  Reports from Office Bearers 
 

  9.1 Chairman 

 

   Mr MacLeod reported on his official duties since the last Monthly Meeting: 

 

   In October 2018 he will be undertook the following official duties: 



 

   - He will be attended the Official Opening of Purves Undertakers on 2nd October 

    2018 

   - He met with Jane Kell of StAndEn on 3rd October 2018 along with   

    Mr Marks and Mr Newman 

   - He attended the Official Launch of the Photographic Exhibition on 3rd October 

    2018 

   - He attended meetings of the Holy Trinity Action Group on 5th October 2018 and 

    18th October 2018 

   - He attended the Launch of the Beach Wheelchair Facility on 6th October 2018 

   - He had a meeting with an official of the Museum Service about the town  

    halberd stand on 9th October 2018 

 

   It was agreed that the book presented to the Community Council about Loches should be 

   deposited in the Public Library and that the book about the Lochois artist be offered to 

   the University Library. 

 

   It was agreed that when the time was right Mr MacLeod would discuss with Holy  

   Trinity Church whether the Town Hall might be a better location for the Community 

   Council banner. Mr MacLeod was also authorised to have some repairs made to it. 

 

  9.2 Treasurer 

  

   Mr Munn reported that all requested cheques had been issued and that the current  

   accounts were available online. 

 

   Mr Greenwell raised the question of what to do with the grant of £1200 received from 

   the Fife Council Local Fund for the new signs and which was no longer needed as the 

   cost of the new town signs had been covered by funding from elsewhere. 

 

   Mr Alistair Newton, seconded by Dr Gordon Shepherd, proposed that a request be made 

   to Fife Council that any original restriction on the grant be lifted. Mr Howard Greenwell, 

   seconded by Mr Greg Newman, proposed that the money be returned. By 7 votes to 5 it 

   was agreed to return it. 

 

  9.3 Acting Membership Secretary 

 

   Nothing to report 

  

  9.4 Secretary 

 

   9.4.1 Recent correspondence was listed in Appendix A of the Agenda. 

 

    It was agreed to have a presentation in the New Year from the new Countryside 

    Ranger. 

 

    The Chairman agreed  to prepare the Minutes of the November 2018 Meeting. 

 

 10 Any Other Competent Business 
 

   10.1 It was agreed to look at the setup and administration of the website. 

 

   10.2 Mr Morgan Morris outlined plans for the Community Relations Week in the run-

    up to St Andrews Week. 

  


